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SUBJECT: Additional Pressures on North Vietnam 


Entirely apart from increasing pressures on NVN because of 
their direct effect on the war in the south, a stepped-up campaign 

could: 

- provide a. measure of retaliation for the current enemy 

offensive; 

indirectly let tlie North Koreans know that our patience 
is not inexhaustible; 

- re-establish the credibility of our determination in 
Soviet eyes; 

- allay the criticism of those hawks who are opposed to 
additional effort in SVN so long as we M unduly"restrict our effort 
against NVN. 
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A catalogue of the increased pressures available includes: 

1. Reducing the circles. The JCS have proposed: 

a. Reducing the ten-mile Hanoi circle to a three-mile 
radius circle less that area east of the west bank of the Red River. 

b. . Reducing the four-mile Haiphong circle to a one 

and one-half mile radius circle less that area north of the south bank 
of the Cua Cam River. 

c. Reduction of the ChiCom buffer zone (bounded by 

* 

Highway 4). 

Z. Attacking selected targets within the circle and the 
buffer zone. This would involve about 20 targets such as RR shops, 
supply depots, warehouses, shipyards, naval bases, electric ppwer, 

and perhaps the Ministry of National Defense. 
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3. Continue to prohibit attack on population, as a target 
but accept greater risks of civilian casualties. 

4 . Extend coastal armed reconnaissance and the SE A DRAGON 

area northern boundary from 20 degrees to 21 15" - 15 miles so uth of the 

ChiCom border. 


5 . Use of surface-to-air missiles against hostile aircraft 
throughout NVN . 

6 . Mine the approaches to the ports of Haiphon g, Hon Gai, 
and Cam Pha. 


7 . M ount a shallow amphibious invasion of NVN. 
feasible until late spring or early summer.) 
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9 . Attack the dikes. (Not feasible until June or July.) 

I don’t see any persuasive reason that we should not go ahead 
with the first four or five right now. Because of weather the impact 
of these authorizations might not become apparent for some time. 

Mining, of course, would have the greatest immediate impact 
- militarily and psychologically. Current weather would not preclude 
the lavino of minefields. It also occurs to me that mining could be a 
useful bargaining lever. Instead of offering ^stop bombing in return 
for talks 'a la San Antonio, we could simply say that we would not renew 
our minefields in return for talks and without making a "not take 
advantage" assumption. 

We should preserve the option for a shallow amphibious invasion 
at the earliest possible date -- although I continue to feel that this is 
a riskier prospect than mining and more difficult to justify. 


The final two items would seem to be beyond the 
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